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In an effort to provide uniformly trained flaggers at
work sites throughout the state of Montana, the Work
Zone Safety Committee has developed a flagger train-
ing and certification program.  The program’s goals are
to increase the safety of workers exposed to vehicular
traffic passing through work zones and ensure the safety
of the traveling public.

Steve Jenkins, director of the Montana Local Tech-
nical Assistance Program (MLTAP), developed a train-
ing curriculum consisting of slides, a video tape and
tests, with input and review from the Work Zone Safety
Committee.  The Flagger Manual has been updated to
reflect the latest revision of the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices.

Through a Memorandum of Understanding with the
Montana Department of Transportation (MDT), MLTAP
is responsible for teaching flagger training and instruc-
tor certification classes, registering instructors and
maintaining a list of certified flaggers.  In Montana,
flagger classes are offered through MLTAP, commu-
nity colleges, private companies, individuals and other
agencies.  Thus far several flagger training classes have
been held and one “Train the Trainer” class resulted in
a pool of flaggers and instructors.

MDT will require certified flaggers on construction
projects starting with the 2000 construction season.
Through the efforts of Steve Saxton of the Federal High-
way Administration, the Departments of Transportation
in Idaho, Oregon, Washington and Montana have signed
a flagger reciprocity agreement. Each of these depart-
ments will honor flagger certifications from the other
states.  MDT will also recognize flagger certification
from the American Traffic Safety Services Association.

Our thanks to the members of the Work Zone Safety
Committee, which represents various agencies such as
the Montana Association of Counties, Montana League
of Cities and Towns, Laborers AGC, the Montana High-
way Patrol and the private sector, for their efforts in
implementing this Flagger Training and Certification
Program.
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This year the Montana Department of Transportation will not pro-

duce a final version of the 2000 Statewide Transportation Improvement

Program (STIP).  The reason is due to the dramatic increase in annual
federal funding allocation under the TEA-21 legislation.   MDT has added
additional projects to the tentative construction program which had to be
field reviewed and preliminary engineering cost estimates determined
by an already overburdened staff.  This review process has taken longer
than originally estimated, and as a result, the final long-range construc-

tion program, which is the basis for developing the STIP, has been greatly
delayed.  Since we have almost reached the halfway point of the Federal
Fiscal Year, the Department has decided against developing a final ver-
sion of the 2000 STIP document.

Under federal law, states are allowed to operate under a STIP for up
to two federal fiscal years.  Therefore, MDT will continue to operate

under the 1999 STIP through the end of Federal Fiscal Year 2000 (Sep-
tember 30, 2000).  We will, however, be releasing a draft version of the
2001 STIP this spring and, as always, encourage your input on Montana’s
proposed transportation program.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause and  will  pro-
vide any specific information regarding Montana’s Transportation Pro-

gram or specific projects in the program. If you have any questions or
comments, please feel free to contact Jeff Ebert at (406) 444-7639 or  1-
800-714-7296 or jebert@state.mt.us.
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